
 

 



MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY WELCOMES RON BATORY
EAST LANSING, MI — Michigan State University’s Center for Railway Research and Education announces 
Hon. Ronald L. Batory assumes the role of the Edward A. Burkhardt Chair in Railway Management & 
Executive Director, to further provide leadership, vision, strategy, and direction to the center’s program 
starting October 1, 2024.

Batory’s experience now spans over 52 years in the railway industry fulfilling an array of leadership and 
advisory capacities in both private and public sectors, thus bringing extensive expertise and knowledge 
of the full breadth of North American railways to this role. The CRRE, housed in MSU’s Broad College 
of Business, will foster continued growth and recognition as a leading center for railway management 
research and education.

“I’m both humbled and honored to serve the Center for Railway Research and Education,” said Ron 
Batory. “Contributing through an academic venue is a unique opportunity to collaborate with growing rail 
transportation talent and passion residing in our logistics system.”

In this role, Batory will help fulfill the vision of the center’s benefactor Ed Burkhardt, whose generous gift 
established the Burkhardt Professor in Railway Management, a key component of the center’s mission to 
bring innovative leadership and new thinking to the industry.

“I look forward to Ron’s experience and knowledge as the center develops new and improved educational 
programs,” said Nick Little, CRRE director. “Expanding the center’s relationships with key rail industry 
leaders will provide students and staff with valuable information and opportunities.”

The CRRE is delighted to welcome Batory in this capacity, renewing his relationship with MSU. Batory was 
once a member of the center’s advisory group establishing the Railway Management Certificate Program 
in 2007.  Since then, hundreds of continuing education participants from all parts of the North American 
railway industry and selected areas around the world have completed the program and enhanced their 
knowledge and career opportunities.

 
ABOUT MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 
Michigan State University has been advancing the common good with uncommon will for more than 
165 years. One of the world’s leading research universities, MSU pushes the boundaries of discovery to 
make a better, safer, healthier world for all while providing life-changing opportunities to a diverse and 
inclusive academic community through more than 200 programs of study in 17 degree-granting colleges.

ABOUT THE BROAD COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 
The Broad College of Business creates and disseminates knowledge through collaboration, 
developing global transformational leaders who positively impact organizations and society.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
October 1, 2024

CONTACT: Nick Little, Director 
Center for Railway Research and Education 

littlen@msu.edu | 1-517-353-5663

https://broad.msu.edu/railway-center/
http://broad.msu.edu/
http://broad.msu.edu/


RON BATORY BIOGRAPHY
 

Ronald L. Batory is a career professional with more than 52 years of associated 
experience in the railroad industry. He spent the first 23 years of his career 
working for both eastern and western Class I railroads in addition to serving 
along with a court appointed Trustee’s successful oversight of a regional 
railroad bankruptcy.

Then in 1994 he was appointed President of The Belt Railway Company of 
Chicago, a multiple owned subsidiary of then nine competing Class I carriers. 
His leadership success of serving their needs in Chicago Gateway led to CSX 
and Norfolk Southern Corporation later recruiting him to Consolidated Rail 
Corporation in preparation of their Surface Transportation Board approved 
partitioning of the eastern carrier and establishing what is now commonly 
known as the Shared Assets Areas.

Accomplishment of that unique task in providing a plane of equality for 
joint competition later favored him in being appointed to his last position of 
President and Chief Operating Officer for the entire corporate entity.

Upon his retirement in 2017 he pursued public service in Washington, D.C., 
which resulted in a Presidential nomination and unanimous consent by the 
United States Senate to become the 14th Administrator of The Federal Railroad 
Administration.

Ron is a graduate of Adrian College, Adrian, Michigan, with a B.A. degree along 
with an M.A. degree from Eastern Michigan University. He continues to serve 
on various governing and advisory boards associated within the sectors of 
both industry and education.

Ron resides in Santa Fe, New Mexico, with his wife, Barbara.
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https://poetsandquantsforundergrads.com/2017/09/18/2017-top-40-undergraduate-professors-jason-miller-michigan-state-broad/
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